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or the historical personality of its author, are trifling matters
compared with its truth.

If some of the profound metaphysical teachings of the
Tibetan Tradition are, in fact, traceable to a Hindu origin, that
in no wise invalidates them. The power of drawing on any and
every source for the illustration of the Doctrine, and of pressing
the most unlikely tools into its service, constitutes the " Note "
of Catholicity, which unites all the authentic Traditions. How-
ever widely separated their view-points, there resides, under
what, at a superficial glance, seem like irreconcilable differences,
an underlying metaphysical core, which is allowed to clothe
itself at will in whatever guise best suits its immediate pur-
poses, without yielding up one jot of its reality or one tittle
of authority. This Note of Catholicity, though not absent either
from Christianity or Islam, has frequently been obscured there,
because the strictly religious form of those Traditions, suited to
the temperaments of their peoples, inclined men to stress
external dissimilarities and to overlook points of likeness, and
in general to cultivate a warlike mentality that found its external
satisfaction in " the Crusade " or " Holy War "; though this
idea is capable of being applied in a more interior sense as well.
In the middle and farther East, on the contrary, purely meta-
physical doctrines, unclothed in the special religious form, have
prevailed. Such doctrines have flourished in their most un-
trammelled and intellectual mode in the Traditions of Hinduism
and Tibet and China and their influence has filtered through
into every corner of those civilizations.

I have already made several allusions to the Round or Wheel
of Existence. Facing page 146 is a picture of the conventional
representation of this doctrine, as one sees it in the porch of
every Tibetan temple. It is said to have been first drawn by
the Buddha Himself in rice grains on the ground, and it was
one of the very earliest lessons that He communicated to His
disciples. As each detail composing it is mentioned, it will be
found helpful to refer to the picture. It is essential to familiar-
ize oneself with this fundamental theme.

The Wheel consists of a circle subdivided into six sectors,
with a small concentric circle in the centre and another of wider
diameter outside, so that a continuous border runs round the
main circle. The whole is a diagrammatic scheme of the prin-
ciple of multiple states of finite Being. Existence is not